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« Wherever Virtue and Wiſdom are actually found, 
they have, in whatever ſtate, condition, profeſſihn, or 
trade, the paſſport of Heaven, to human place pd 
honour.” | Bos. 
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tract into your hands, that it may have a 
| probable chance of being peruſed bya Lady, 
the upreme capability of whoſe talents has 
exhibited, in their higheſt excellence, the 
powers of the Stage. The bright path in 
the career of life, which the ſtedfaſt ſtep 
of Mrs. Stopoxs has irradiated, will make 
evident to every eye, the yy. which ani- 
2 mates theſe pages. 


_T1wll abs oller any apology for the ſub- 
ject I have choſen : its juſtice rejects one. 


I throw down the gauntlet ; thoſe who = 
NY ' polleſs 


— 2 es * 
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poſſeſs greater 3 may, perhaps, prove 
* ion, and win rie C7 : 


I have not the 1 of being of the 
Profeſſion which I have attempted to de- 


fend ; yet I hope its reinſtatement, and 


to ſuch a conſummation do 1 moſt devoutly 5 


1 bave preſumed, 1 I winkeide | 
this with your name, notwithſtanding Lſball 


not ſubſcribe it with my own. I have %% 


fincere an aſſection for the. cauſe that I 
have eſpouſed, to venture its ruin. by the. 


knowledge of either the TY or * 
n of its friend. ; 3 1 | ; | CEOS Iii 
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Is the defence of Poeſy, and on the im- 
portance of Painting, we have had _ 
names of a Sidney and a Reynolds; 
praiſe of Muſic, a Beattie. But in e 
of the matchleſs art of identifying the ideas 
of the Poet and of the Painter What cham 
pion have we beheld ? While the dramatic 
_ writer has been crowned with the greeneſt 
wreath by the hands of an *applauding 
world, the wondrous genius which has 
imparted life to his ſcenes, which has ani- 
mated his portraits, and given xeſiſtleſs 
energy to his thoughts, is rewarded, it is 
true, with laurels 3- but ; thoſe hurels are 
ſteeped in a poiſon more _ than the 
loi B Waters 
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Yer of — We ade thi Drama 
while we proſcribe its ſupporters. We 
applaud the Actor while we ſhun the man. 
Tt ſhall be my inquiry into how far this 
practice is unjuſt. It ſhall wi 4. effort 


to prove that it is ſo. 


Pickebding ſyſtematically, I hall firſt 
give a ſummary hiſtory of the ſtage, to 
evince the conſequence in which it has 
been held by almoſt every ancient legiſlator. 
Secondly, I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate 
its excellent effects (when properly regu- 
lated) upon the morals of ſociety. And,. 
2 thirdly; to prove the illiberality, folly, and 
malevolence of that odium which has been 
affixed, even in _ b. ee _—_ to che | 
. 1 TE Io - 
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Keb — ane rural ifeſtivieies. - The 

happy com letion of the vintage, and the 

Plaudits of Bacchus, were ſang by her in 

the homely language of ruſticity. The 

Juxuriait ſhade of the unburhened vines, 
formed the ſoft ſhelter of ber fiinple the. 
autre, while her youthful hopes deſired io 

| 3 4 N i richer - 


E 

richer ſtage than the freſhi graſs of the Ica-· 
her groves, to be a wanderer in his itines 
rant cart, about the ſtreets 'of Athens. 
But Eſchylus, penetrating through her Do- 
ric veil; reſeued her from diſgtace, 
waſhed the ſatyric lees from her forehead; 
and preſented her fair and educated to his 
countrymen. The Athenians, ſmitten by 
her charms and youthful wiſdom, erected 
in the midſt of their city an auguſt temple, 
in FO they rn her as a I 

© Elcbytus, vis the ſpirit of: 4 foldier 
who had fought bravely in the glorious 


battles of Marathon, Salamis, and Platzea, - 


transfuſed into his plays the heroes of Ho- 
mer; transforming the humorous drolle f 
the early drama into the majeſtic promul- 
gators of magnanimity and truth. Havirig 
thus opened the ſources of virtue upon his 
brother citizens, he retired into Sicily, and 
there paſſed his old age in the boſom of 
_ friendſhip. with Hiero of Syracuſe, that 
widely inconſiſtent king, Who, while he 
ated as a tyrant, yet ever eſteemed the 
grandeur of the mind as the only true 

2 foundation 


__ 
„ eee PAR eee maar 
man whoſe birth lee. them they con- 


| fidered a glory, the ſtate of Athens paid 


to his name and works, honours which 


are till recorded by. * . ee hife 
5 torians. a 7 in 


# 


ets hk 3 on * — 
of his maſter. He alſo had commanded 


' armies, and now ſought to mingle with 

the warrior's laurel: the poet bays,” 
So high was his dramatic fame, that hinge 
| condeſcended to ſolicit his ſociety. 
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of the foregoing. two, left the ſtudy of 
philoſophy, which he had drank in even 
from the lips of Anaxagoras, for the milder 
_ ſprings of Poetry, The court of Macedon 
had the honour of retaining him while 
alive, and of entombing him when dead. 
They repulſed the ambaſſadors of Athens, 


which ſent many deputations, claiming 
the body of its deceaſed citizen; and 
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phagus, + 15 
Arethuſa. 7 


With this luminous 3 alſo ap- 
peared Chronides, Phormis, and Epichar- 
mus, the fathers of comedy. The two 
latter entirely dropped the antiquated ri- 
baldry and deſultory ſarcaſms which uſed 
to load the incongruous chorus of their 
predeceſſors, and threw: into a regular plan 
of dialogue thoſe characters in the com- 
monwealth whoſe public peculations or 
private crimes rendered their conduct a 
ſubject of general ſcrutiny and effectual - 
8 1 


- Phormis was preceptor to Gela, che 
king of Sicily's ſon. And Suidas informs 


us that Epicharmus appeared firſt as a 


him to ceaſe teaching the Pythagorean doc» 


trine in the ſchools, he then caſt its prin» 
cCiples into verſe, and rehearſed it himſelf 
upon the public ſtage. This device ſuc- 
ceeding on the minds of his audience, he 
diffuſed its ſpirit through his comedies x 
| and it 15 * been repeated, that Plato 
25 : 


—— mates. 


imbibed much wit 
theſe dramas. 


ö 


tors, to laſh the age; and he did it fo ſe- 
verely, that the legiſlature at length thought 
it well to ſtop the boldneſs of his ſatire. 
But the poet cluded ha of. the 


| 8 ad abn. = 3 
that the man, though hidden beneath a 
« malk,' could — os; - _ 1 
fimilitude of his vice 


Menander, in i. threw a deeper 
diſguiſe over this neceſſary cauſtic, by at- 
tacking all the prominent evils of the age 
through che medium of ideal peaſondges 3 
without aſſailing individual perſons, 
expoſed their crimes; and thus Arn 
perception of human nature, rendered his 


plays more ſalutary than thoſe of his pre- 


deceſſors. The mind feels indignant at 
being diſrobed to public notice. It will 
apply leſſons to itſelf which are not evi - 
2 Ulrected tq * and forced by the 
aida e -. ns 


t 

acclaiming of a malicious world. is 
circumſtance ſummons pride againſt vir- 
tue; and, alas | the firſt is too firmly fixed 
in the mortal breaſt,” ever 3 
without e , ag e 2 

The Koda rand e aſs whe! off 
ſpring of woods and fields. It drew its 
firſt breath in Etruria, amidſ the raugh 
jeſts and ſwilled jollity of Feſcinnia. In 
Rome it received a more poliſhied nature, 
and, under the natne of Satyræ, aſſaulteiſl 
wines dps ge OE m de 058 the 
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Livius Andronicus, and Plautus, were 
to Italy what Ariſtophanes was to Greece. 
And Terence, the energetic, the graceful 
Terence, poured through the Latin tongue 
all e force and er n. 
118 Fi „ Lit 
pen d 1 ſubverſion of the Roma em- 
| phos by the Barbarians of the North, the 
'vaſt influx of brutality and dulneſs »droge 
the Muſes from their throne. .- Phe Drama 
fled with them. Savage auſterity and mb - 
W dreams * to have u ſurped the 
cheerfulneſs 


12 | \ 
cheerfulneſs of Wiſdom, and the Aas 
language of her ſons. The buffooneries 
of the Theſpian cart again returned ; and 
ſo continued, to the diſgrace of common 


ſenſe and decency, till in England they 
were put down by 1288 mandate, i in n 


reign of Edward III. 


* 


The . To 
tbe ribaldry of theſe vagabonds ſucceeded 
the dramatizing of the myſteries of reli- 
gion and morality. The  facred characters 
of the Saviour of mankind and his apoſtles 

were daily burleſqued and profaned, un- 
til the aſcending glory of Jonſon and 
＋ Shakeſpeare roſe upon the horizon. Day 
| - nowopenceduponthe world; genius flimedin 
| the firmament; and the whole earth heaved 
to imbibe the vivifying warmth which ex- 
 haled fragrance from its boſom, and 
__ ſhe wide a e with verdure. 
. ad PTA wi er 
e e caſt a dangerous ſhadow over 
|; the theatre. The violence which they 
have uſed to the ſoft nature of the Muſe 
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the effect of her own prop 
not the genius of the Drama to be imtmoral. 
The evil ariſes from the unhappy influence 
of thoſe beings, whoſe titles of rank ue 
to be à never ſilent memnento of the cauſe 
and end of cheir elevation. When kings 
and princes are the yotaries. of vice, we 
cannot be ſurpriſed, however we may fe- 
gret, that they will ſaerifice the moſt Pre. 
cious things in their country to the Moloch 
of their adoration. 'Chatles the Secon , with 
ſuch men as Buckingham and Rocheſter, 
corrupted in themſelves, extended the ma- 
lignant ſtream ng en and nn. it 
ap the n 5 
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26 e to el and to e em- 
pire of morality, Addiſon and Steele, with 
Rowe, Thomſon, and later Writers, have - 
given tragedies and comedies to the world, 
worthy to aſſert the majeſty of principle. 
Vigorouſly as theſe authors have ſtruggled 
on the ſide of purity, it would be well if 
the publie, who are ſo eager to denounce 
the vice of the Theatre in general, would, 
in the particular inſtances of its attempts 
in virtue, ſupport thoſe attempts with up- 
71 „ lifted 


Go * * 6 . 
— I ——_— A > 
2 n 


. 1 22 "ER E g 
n A e * er ; r EA eee — 


— 


however moral, which. are 
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| AP of wearying at ſcenes, 
"ot man with 
ſt 96 PRBEANEY We live. att 


lifted arms, in 


FTI A. N 3 {3 w 74 Y 0 


1 — he emperor Rs © "In, 3 
Was 2 diſciple of. Teno, as ſevere as Cato 


the Cenſor: yet who will deny chat he poſ- 
ſeſſed thoſe gentler virtues which ſeemed 
perfectly unknown. to the republican ? TI 
Cenſor proſeribed the Muſes. The Mo- 
narch ſpeaks. of the moſt potent of them 
thus: Tragedy received its birth from a 


deſire to remind men of the ſeveral acci- 
dents attendant on mortal 
forewarn them, that ſimilar events may 
happen to themſelves; alſo to teach man- 


an ; and to 


kind, that thoſe miſeries which form their 8 


amuſement when feigned on the ſtage, 
. ought not, when real, to be deemed inſup+ 


3 rand theatre of the e 


too, pe: ks | Jopdly. i in, e 
10 n of the Drama its power over the 


hy and manners is exalted, in his cſti- 
DID. even Hights than the. effects of the 
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tis) | 
II Plats excluded the Stage from his ideal 
Wen epic poetry was involved 
in the ſame cenſure. The reaſon he offers 
is this: © Epic and dramatic writers give 
us no picture of a wiſe man's character: 
they do not pourtray the tranquillity of 
mind which enables him to maintain a 
ſerene temper, undiſturbed by pleaſure or 
pain.“ But it is not ſuch a portrait of 
human nature that will ſtimulate the frail 
to copy. The example is too dazzling? 
It is a *©* bright and particular lar, but. 
11 not in their ſphere.” They do not meet 
any correſponding point in their own' 
breaſts which aſſimilates with the philo- 
ſopher. Show them a man wreſtling with 
the vehement paſſions of nature. Let them 
view his rebellious wiſhes, his mental 
combats ; and the ſympathy of each agitated 
heart partaking the ſtruggle, will rejoice 
in the conqueſt; they will ſee their o.＋] n 
frailties i in the frailties of the hero, and in 
victory underſtand the n n. 
W y nnen . toc 1 20: 
3 7 ME ee 
We * W ne of 05 z we 1 
them; we pegiſter them in the head, and 
overt n lay 
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hay't em aſide ready to be reca ed 
emergency. But precepts which are Gaken 

by a character whom we.bebold.z. by. one, 
whoſe virtues, demand our reſpect ; whoſe 
ſufferings, our compaſſion; and whoſe 
ſweetneſs, our love theſe ſtrike to the 
heart, ſink deep to its inmoſt folds, and 
are as living centinels to our honour, eager 
to ruſn forward as auxiliaries to thoſe vir- 
. tues militant which gave. them entrance. 
What the heart receives exiſts for ever: its 
ſtation is the ſource of liſe: it drinks from 
the fountain, Th. gveſts of che bead alone 
may live for a time; but in that cold and 
comfbrtleſs region the primeval fires expire, 
and all, perhaps, which will a wen 
eur 27 of the 1 cho —a mere 


preſſi ve nn, n 2m: el 
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— are . vices. 1 ese 
* rate; mind, which nat r 
taken within the cogniſance of the laws, 
axe, therefore, out of the juriſdiction af 
the civil magiſtrate. Contemptible as many. 
of theſe errors may at firſt appear, after a 
ſhort recollection of the minute but gra- 
duallhy * 3 Te 
* 5 a Ve 


s (mn) 

have generally forerun the fall of even the 
greateſt empires, no one ee en 
to ſay, I * nee 

* Faz5 | _ 7 340 22192 0 
7 It is 0 numerous isdieidusde of a 
country which, conſolidated, form a puh- 
lie. Allow, to each man the quiet growth 
and exerciſe of his: peculiar vice or fally, 
and what would be the reſult? Anarchy. 
An anarchy, though, for want of power, 
not ſo ſtormy and extended as the uproar 
of Milton's devils, yet experience has fa- 
tally ſhown how far it i en Waun 
i icbe dated ruin. oo mr ne 
A 141 BEES 824 

be offs of tele vices; * * Take 
Protea: nature, make them impoſſible to 
be bound in any code of human reſtric- 
tions. A mortal legiſlator can ſtrike no 
deeper than the ſurface. It is only a divine 
Judge that can purſue Sin, and tear her 
from the ſecret citadel of the heart. The 
ſympathetie chord which the all- wife 
Deity has woven in the boſom of man, to 
unite; the wil of God with the etring 
wiſhes of a finite creature, is coniſcience: 
This ſacred ſtring deſcends from heaven to 
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not ruſh iam 
ction we Tolicit. > Every 

ſpecies of exceſs, whether it be annexed to 
character of the mifer, the libertine! or 
the more diffuſive | voluptuary, can be 
reached through this wenge. eee ane 
Wu ſhafts: of the L r ee * rs 


* 
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Law cannot follow the various axdeblings 
| of avarice, envy, licentio ö uſneſs, and in- 


gratitude ; there conſcience raiſes the cur- 


tain; and witneſſing his on diſtorted ſoul 
reflected in the imitated actions of -ſome 
fancied wretch, the real villain ſhrinks 
with horror from himfelfj-and” gives fome 
weak wiſhes to the virtue he has deſpiſed.” 
That this is no falſe hypotheſis, how many 
inſtances might be brought forth So po- 
tently did the power. of acting work upon 
the! iron heart of a tyrant; that Alexander 
af Fherea, on ſeeing a tragedy of Eufipides 
performed, went / out before ĩt was finiſhed, - 
ſaying, that he contemned himſelf for: 
ſhedding tears over the only imitated woes 
ol Hecuba, when be cnuld urg day, un- 
03 een mort Clo befs Sen moved, 
ecki 
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r. — 10 Ws * Aly A1 n 
Bas f n MAH bovely el moll c 
5-0 eſcending from the fublites heights & 
the Tragie Muſe, we may view from! her 
ſiſter conſequences more univerſally effica- 
cious. Kings and ſtateſmen form but a 
{mall group in the vaſt map of mankind : 
their numbers are few, and they act in a 
confined area. But the untitled citizens of 
the world ſpread a ſubtle influence through 
the air, and breathe upon a theatre which 
s only circumſeribed by the limits of the 
globe. The ordinary minds of men are 
moſt addicted to crimes of a meaner ſt mp; 
crimes” which rather bear affinity to the 
name of knave than villain ; yet though 
ſo ſoftened, they are not the leſs deſtructive; 
for the: contagion ereeping from man to 
man, gathers freſh poiſon in every paſſage, 
and at laſt corrupting the whole "mals, 
makes its ruin inevitable! To expoſe them 
is the province of Comedy. She ſtniles at 
the © drawn dagger; and laughs from the 
affections of men, the foibles which diſ- 
grace their nature. By holding up certain 
vices to ridicule, the vanity of the man is 
wort wounded, 
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is played againſt — 3 ey 855 
| — the. means may be deemed \below 
the dignity of the grave motaliſt; the dra. 
1 bot gy to his aid What forces 
21. Feta 1 ; OG a * a . 
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3 
children in a ſtate aw llity; ſeemingly 
Lee due es 60 born; | — mg i — | 
joy s of Paradiſe, —— — f 
the forbidden fruit: - Aroufe them; and the 
tous ir up, Im the fame caſe, many a 
wing virtue — — — in a 
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wheee allthe various ith of life ire ee = 
in à focus; i he have virtue, here its | 

lethatgy muſt end: it * called by ſym- 
— — 
| pre rnd * is DIO! a "5 45 PIO "PA? 9 1 
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on his ar, an, at ah, abruptly Auen 
f e e 


ping af water will penetrate the — | 
 ftones.| Aſk common feeling, is\it-likely- 
that on the fame night in which the 
conſcience; was ſo awakened, the gambler 
would immediatelx return to the dice- box d 

And e ſhould,” could he lift it without 
a thrill of compunction ? Is it not noto-— 
rious, that on thoſe evenings when George 
Barnuell is ated, —— 
mm ſcen in n. Moin 8 
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Rome ſought to: make the — ſchool for 
allowed to be as true, as that death is th 
puniſhment of ig fall; gag is the amm i&: - 

part — * | univerlal poiſar? ? ; 
| Dp 2 Which 
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| which bars keen cogloamed the world is 
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Epring af. . bet 
in the: hands” a 3 
ro tituted: to obſcenity. 


1 foby, that fable. being, "which, when 
2 of — * ah 
adamantine ene bad o long 


pelled by the immortal Locke, ſought 


. the infinite — of mind ms in- 
ucded her — the died ſpirit 


ef 
2 * anne of Heaven i is now 


3 ſhe-fat adoring 3 nnd}, 2 


the influence of t thoſe powers of darkne 
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intimately one e art, it is ſur- 
Prifing to e ene judgment, 
rama has contracted ſo little of 
the 1 of the times. We ſee that the 
indecencies of Farquhar are p- | 
and we may witneſs, if we will attend, the 
healing effects of Wenn and moral 
2 _—_— ud — WI T8 +66 811) F638 - 


the Drama cannot. be: wt — 
| „ choſe 


N 
; 


v — pays.tothe trivialand of 


Singing, in every emen al life, and 
.. aader every ſtate of mind; is unnatural 5 

and What is not natural cannot properly 
ae. The muſic. may toueh an abſtract 


dem che force of the local charaQter ar 


— the abſ — of che —— ruins 


= its effect. Who can be ſeriouſly intereſted 


An eee when eee en- 


3 F * > Hog WM 
> 2 
F ; — 2 T4} 4 8 4 


A 


ay 4 l. is wich concern that [contemplate 


Wee: ? MG - 


0235 

5 * Italy. Caro Uticenſis maß 
pour the ſublime en of his mind to 
the ſolitary walls of the deſerted Theatre; 
while, to liſten to the peacock- ſereams of 
| mee the m — 
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-  'nobleſt citizens. Under the- 3 


for a very elaborate cenſure, though it 
dught to be cried down 58 phi. OT - 
eee nn decorum. 


nn — We — hi — al 
| 1 ac in their on plays. 
] ans, being a harſher 
people, were more reſerved in — 
public, rn 0 adit a — hoc 
Actors have been enabled to purchaſe their 
on freedom; and, by their virtues; to 
wein even the friendſhip of ſome of its 
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regiſtered for the eyes and m of 
1 let u _ emembe I 
ages de merits. of Elops, Polus, 1 
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" Roſcius 1 was educated doen men wad * firſt . 


an example of accom 
8 young ability of the commo 


acting filled all hearts, and dwelt on 
ir memories as a PREY of — mg 
- werits however foreign — dat own. 
d. . a8 the boſom friend of this 
Senne. bears cle, to this truth: 
Hundi conſeculus %. ut in quo quifquis 6 
— Her encelleret, is in ſuo genere Roſeius 


alicenetun. Indeed ſuch was the won- 
- derfull ſway which Roſcius held over 


the mind by his attitudes a 


405. 
the energy of his countenance, added tothe 
irreſiſtible expreſſion of his figure, he could 
pourtray every paſſion with ſo much truth 
and force, that Tully has often oppoſed his 
oratorial powers 8 the mute perſua- 

fion of the Actor: E: certe ee ee. 
flat contendere avis cum Hiſtrione ſolitum, 
utrum ille ſæpius eandem ſententiam" variis 
geſtibus effingeret an ipſe per eloquentias cos 
2 N ot A za gp nocn 
Roſeius t taught to the fealings of the ora- 
tor, that there frequently was an eloquence 
in ſilence. This admirable Actor had the 
| happineſs and glory of raiſing thoſe emo- 
tions in the hearts of his countrymen, which 
finally cauſed the return of Cicero from 
his long and wretched exile. He deſeribed. 
on the ſtage, the diſtreſs of the baniſhed 
Telamon, with ſuch a pathos and moving 
ſorrow, that the tears of the audience fol- 
lowed his words, and ſoon crowned" the 
exertions of his deer dern ee. 4 
the'recall of his friend. rob rug 
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c who wrote ſome {ſweet | in 
his beautiful tragedies, addreſſed to him, 
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h is 8 to — vrofeſſion 20 athens: 
This has been well illuſtrated with regard 
to the profeſſors. of the Stage: where they = 
have been treated with eſteem, they have 
generally ſhown themſelves deſerving of 
the higheſt honours of the heart. We yet 
have names on record, the owners of which 
—_— rare qualities, both as actors and 
Burbage, the friend of — 
. un the pupil of that immortal 


bard, and the gentle friend of Maflinger, 
before one of 


me! yes Tae their love's antiguitie; 2 
legantly celebrated by the pen 

of — Jonſon, was not only one of the 
eminent Actors of his time, but his 
perſonal merits were rated high as his abi- 
lities, Which were then declared unequ 
led 2 he has left behind him a monumen 
of his benevolence, in the hiſtory of that 
college which. he erected at Dulwich in 
Surry, for the . of the Sage, 


i To m the individual. 
the Theatre, who defer) 


- 


"eſpe 
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reſpect of the moſt worthy "and illuſtrious 
charactets in the reign of Aue; and une 
fucceeding ſoyertigris, would be too prolix. 
We dare teſtimoty of the "deganit and 
"refined" Pope, who" declares how ap” 
many of its profeſſors were to Himſelf, — 
to thoſe” who Knew the innate dignity ef 


worth. hb rar 1B rid 
Neuß Arr 5 at: SR: 199 Feb" un" 1001 
Kr It would be tedious to run * 


ſtance of the juſtice which has been 
* particular x perſons! The firſt nobleme 
the realm have' placed cbionets on the 
"brows of ladies 1 5 have conducted then. | 
ehe with honour” on! the Stage Bir | 
theſe, 1 repeat, ate "only We ear . 
ſtauces "they are a partial deviation from 
* the common idea; Rot an'abfolite change 
of the "general opinion. At this preſent - 
time there are men and women” 'of che | 
3 heatre, who are received into the Tociety 
of geritlertien' and ladies- "But file" Suh 
this is done, it is always thought neceffiry 
to make an "apology to tHol& güeſts wich 
Whom” you mingle” <A ke faid;"that 
they are ©* good kind of peo ple. He, or the, 


are 590 gentecl! families; * "or a ole, 10 e being 
E ; | . 4 1 10 
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ſo;bigh in his or bet, profeſſion, „their | 


Ae in, tho” world way pas chem into 
oy ugtice. e But Why is this aN to de 


RPE We do not preface che introduction 


e gay male or female author with a long 
ae 
diqn tor dngroducigg talents; te a faſhionable 
Circle. And where is the difference? Is 
not the fruit of a cultivated mind equally 
92852 : precious through w whateyer medium it meets 
uf bands?.; Speculation; yrauld, anf er. 
es But esperiene e NL, ih 
"382; The, profollors cof,any Tenge fin 


dein Connexions; as an indemnifica- | 


nat profeſſion. A. paſſport to; Carry, them. into 


— the policeſt companies... The, Philoſopher 
and tie Poet are; welcomed aby ghe,maſt 
© —glexated of fociety, ich. 3. ſmiling unte- 
- "mans, , and open ars. but the, Actor, 
9284 1 F who gives to the flat picture. of the poet, 
dh and exiſtence; he who, transfy les, the 
men rom dee eus them, warm 
ef th and. Sawing. tbroygh the, various xunnels 
e, /thy. human heir he. is rejected; or 
* receiyeg 55 ih ag. ng. brow, of half- 
eder 
8c Aal“ Ry 5 lc Payne alc: 
A” 2 * * . 4 


ſt. into his own, ardent 


A Negde Dai: 1 2 080 {eb ny 15 Ru . 


"Cold- 


<3 3r- 2 1 


Celdzbrenſted wortsls 72 % Feet 
plunge the young and eager mind: tõ dif- 
order. It 15 Fu who quench tie wrtügüs“ 
hopes of a youthful and ängennous foul. 
Vou tteat him as if He were baſe. 1 Caf 
you reproach him, that you find him fo ?- 
Had it not" been for ®you;” he would have 
reſpected an upright, fame. He would 
have. conſidered: bis high talents but a8 pits” 
lars on which te Have erected the repu⸗ 

tarion of © an honcurable man: But you 


haue thrult' him from his Fzhefuf feat:. 


3 12 


Vou tell him that che directiön of kis 
genius is the mark of his degrad 1; and 
diſappointed, and inſulted, Mist upon 
the reſources? of an -injur&d-tiind. "Cai 
you be ſurpriſed. that they ſhould fail an 
1 boſom? His warm withes | 
ſigk for ſociety; J 6ther' ſociety than that 
whieb your” ctüelty has ſtiginatiſed; and 
taught Him to defpiſe. He finds hirnfelf 
already an interdicted wretch. In chauüng 
his profeſſion; The/ kus conſigned hi | BY 
lects to infamy. Tie is ſtartled at the 
beight of the precipice' from whenee he has 
unconſciouſly leaped. All his ennobling 
_ ate ſmothered by the hand of 4 
E 3 tyrannous 


- |  hefills che comerotithe Able, to afford them 
2 ſong on geceives 2, place in the dreſſing · 
rooms of the ladies as an inſtructor to their 


de profeſſion is diſgraceful? What makes 


txxannous, uſurpation.;. and deſpairing of 
ution, he. no, longer directs his ele. 


e to. the acquirement of a. . 
ſp but te the amafſing of 


money, | 1 of the only certain means 


of paſſing him into the elegant world. He 
attends to the profits of, bis. profeſſion; not 
to its purpoſe... He buys the ſociety, of 


che reputable, by che bartering. of his on 


talents. In the company of, gentlemen 


taſte, in the imitating ſor amuſement, Tut : 
when r fox ſubſiſtence, | 
n gf bis mind... i 


"a Noch nech hoiwnatit 


= Ls 


4 1 5 40 


-»Barbarous proſoription . Hs. the, os; 


Gble heart burns at the, obſtinate; blindneſs 


which ſirſt dengunced it l. at the malignant 


and ſatanic pride by which it is upheld! 
Zane 2 ini 10k 

| me alk! Can any one of ye, loud; 
zmatizers:of the Player, tell me why 


it ſo i ls it mom criminal to exert. intellect 
for the ſake ol ſupport than. for Plealure-?, 
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Il che ding be, wi ng, wrong can never. be. | 
right; and wrong are they who, have eyes, 


tated) of it, In the reign. of Charles the. 


Firſt; that very grave and. truly. regal prince, 


| did nar queen Henrietta, with aJongyrain.of. 


nobility, perform. maſques for the, enter 


tainment of his majeſty and, the court? 
Thus ſhe, who, was the wife of a king of, 


England, and daughter to Henry the Great 
of France, did not diſdain, herſelf to be, 


what now an ignorant cee would 
dare to ſneer at. But Henrietta thought 


with Epaminondas, and, indeed, With 


every expanded, ; mind, that. it is not the 
2 MER ſtamps the man, but Aa 


a; hero when ee to re "ihe je | 


the common. ſewers of Thebes, as when 
d his valour and wiſdom be Te the 


lies of hey NAGA e 
" When — Fre __ one of. our TY 
8 how do we ſurten der the nobleſt 


: attributes. of our ſoul to the influence of. A 
1125 whom del ſcorn.!. He ſcizes our ima- 


ted. verſatility with 
: which 


which He 1 3 „ to the las- 
ſapings' of the Mufe. He wills üpon tie 
inſihuating powers of volition by the ſweet” 
ſemblance which he wears of compaſſion, 1 
and lovelineſs, and fuffering. But when” 
his own” feeling s imbibe all the fire of his 
character 75 W + the ſcfitiments' of Fortis :! 
tude, magrinithtty, and” merky, Arch 
from bis breaſt in the Slb wing böffts f x 
efithuiſiafi, © Gut Judgrment fänckigns bur 
emotions, and Suk Hearts cöntemplate the” 
Acorns the perfection of uma art. We 
receive the Moral into our boſoms, but e 
reject the fountain from v hence it ſprings. 
We accept the © gift,” bur we ſpurn'the hand” 
that beſtows. © SUR 25vig rider nar 
UL $7 UStenicd hi eBOnonimeg]] 
Let us "Biba gate the abſolute qualifi- 4 
cations of à fine Actor, and ag ain inquire 
how far his denunciation” is unj juſt. We 
have already feen how We Acker r gives th? 
lying being to the fancied hero of the 
poet: : he clothes deſeriptid & with a body, 1 
And infufes into it 4 ſoul. To the painters 
faint e copy of the impreffion” on the mind, 6 
he gives All the fervour of motion Add 
See e übimpre effivi maxims of 3 | 
EM | philoſopher, C0 5 


” 1 
| * 


(Gags)? 
philoſopher, i in his breafh, heave, with life 


bis 


2 . 1 42 5 eels. then burn in, his 5 


{ heaxt, and his IPs, breathe, 1 the lahgu guage | 
pd £8. 1 118 
: of en „ een © 55805 >: Nora 
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cauſe? Can, the full 1 Well of harmony be 
e when, the 1 3 l the | 


C7 
4 


re penetration to diſcover 7 are the 
reigning attributes of the heroic character. 
As bold and creative fancy muſt accompany 
1 this acute perception, that he may fill, with | 
2 | bleaded colouring, thoſe p parts of the m man | 

a | which the deſcriber could only ſketch. He 
_ muſt reverence virtue, elſe its precepts. will 
5 fade upon his tongue. He muſt feel the 
paſſions he would diſplay ; for they are 
notes which. never vibrate but | by, ſym-. 
A _parhy 2 to ſtrike every chord at once, to 
n make the Ic lofty diapaſon. reverberate the rough 
* every exalted breaſt, the dignity. of his own | 
* heart muſt ſtamp. its. majeſty; 1 upon. the 
£43  Yuſion, to which be > gives. * e habit 
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„afl kT with many othiers'of Equal —x 
n Wißd, obſerves; that "i 
_ utmoſt effect of genius is, to "ro the 
| hole ſoul. 2 1 0 has diſpl layed more 
*exclufive 
"end, than the Wn Je not ly moves, 

but fixes. © He Uiſtutbs the"fofe ip ft ind dolence | 


the is ghe A an 


41 100 


accom ih 01 end 
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r our paſſions, metely to In bone ar ud 
the ſweet ; confu fig 7 feeliiig $ and ſentiments 


| 484 ＋ ome 03 3 tl 
*worthy 1 in the en boſomis. 24 


215 3011 agi 


2 5 lod 4 
YE ad 04 the 


e ent that has _ the, Tho ot From 
"hence *he can ſtir the world.” © Pole he 


ſtands there; he 3 s abſolute 1 vr" When he | 
"quite it, "he falls For the ſeat of | gods into 
a chaos of Zoom and miſery.” 4 q pj 


5 * 1 ME, lb . * 4 anciſtzo 


my we te Swi 00 dar a piaaafe or A 
de Phayer's uation.” The y 3 
i "gf kis, 185 Ty 10N "Teak? Bis Api . an x 
ike -- render 18 able ec Ja x Bis An 
Ae ehen rebound 15 
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"_m_ — E fis aft 1 de rived) Toldty from the 
cultivation of his mind, *and Caf, 
ning the ſources of emotion. an. 


I 


tle eſtuberance of culture is added be 
original diſpoſition of the man; and fen 
the pleaſure of a capricious: public his ſoul 
is nurtured in a hat-bed, merely to bloom 
in wider fragrance-at certain ſea ſons, and 
then is caſt out, 8 
* 4 "cold * ante e n e eine 
1 RY 155 ITY” 

* various are e means by Ann 
oi oppreſſion ſeeks to bow down the 
rights of the Actor to the duſt! How re- 
cent in the eyes of the puhlic auiſt be that 
ty rannous exerciſe. of power urhich ſought 
to repay his labours with ingratitude;;and 
deprivation | Thoſe whom theexertion of 
his talents wrapped in the purple of pro 
ſperity, who from the facrifice-of his nnd 
night reſt ſlept in down and velvet; theſe 
voluptuaries, ſwilled with the fulneſs of 
wealth, and whoſe wanton potency; d. 
turbed their golden ſlumbers; theſe arolle 
from their epicurean eaſe, to caſt deſtructiun 
on the head of that devoted mortal 'who 
now ſtands beneath their influence; and | 
whoſe daily offerings eauſed that rich in - 
tenſe to float around the bros of his e- 
poſing 1 which now intoxicates their 
© * ſenſes, 


tn) 


bead; and with a deſperate hand graſp at 
the ruin of that being, by whoſe es exiſtence 
 andcexertion'alone their Airy heaven was 

| mKaifed, or can be ſupported. But, thanks 
to dhe noble principle of extenſive right 
which reigns in che boſoms of the patriot 
. bien truth is oppoſed to power ; 


aud lad muſt be the fact and precedent, if 
"wealth and inſolence obtain the vic 
„% 1165 53 0 363A S To zrl9 i; 
1 will; not mention names, - becauſe 1 
write not from partiality, but juſtice... Yet 
it muſt afford pleaſure to the beſt feelings 
3 every honeſt heart, to behold the ſtrug- 
=: = Which ſome of the preſent profeſſors 

_ ofthe. Theatres are now) making to deſerve 
£4 "leaſt the eftcem: which is ſo ſparingly be- 
 "Nowed: They have not ſuffered the haughty 
uſurpation of the reſt of mankind to tram- 
Pe upon their conſciouſneſs of worth; they 
feel their own dignity, and they do well to 
cãqſſert it. But how juſt would it be, if that 
mania on almoſt every rank of ſoricty, 
_ would alter its direction, and, by following 
the * of vature, fink the memory. of its 


2 o madneſs, 


. 


(-39 NN 
madneſs, in the revival of teaſon 1- would, 
it turn from the abſurd. and: never-ending; 
licigation of agrarianiſm w ĩth regard to pro- 
perty, to the only region where the equalia - 
1 principle can with juſtice he exerciſed; 
would it extend to the republic of the 
mind: then we ſhould ſoon experience 
that peace in the ſublime reign of intellect, 
which the perturbed ſway. of groſſer ſpirits 
now 7 renders 40 wide a ae of * and 


| Ade CES if Ke. vn in yet 
3 the voice of truth, it muſt 
admit ĩt and the Actor will again, as in the 
ſchool of Athens, be ſeated, on the ſame 
-haneh with. the: poet, the painter, and the 
philoſopher. He will find himſelf again 
the. affociate of ſuch men as Socrates, and 
There are: yet, philoſophers, warriors, and 
' ſtateſmen. ; but I repeat again, Ns . 
tion is nat ** mn. i357 Nn | 


2 „ | 
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Big reſpetted be po = ARr 
| _ learn to maintain the feat of his rights, 
_» * upright direction of thoſe talents 
971 7 A N which 5 
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which . bim an _clevation ſo. high. 
— not as à mere * — fan diff i 4 
_ the ſentiments of another, but as a _— 
which he perſonates, he will take care to 
be what! he ſrems. The virtues which he 
dure through ſociety, ſhall loſe nothing of 
cheir walue by the channel over which. they 
few. The young will liſten to him with 
awe, when they are told that the Actor 
feels what he performs; that the precepts 
Be declares influence his own principles; 
and that ff y follow the hero from the 
ſtage to his cl6ſet, vou will there find him. 
thdugh diveſted of his robes and ſplendour, 
| in upright and honourable man. $1.24 eee ; 
Tg MT 0 VAC LURE 244 . Jagel Gli. ; 
.& Reftore to the Player the rank: which 

heretofore kings and ſages have not denied 
bim, and theſe effects will follow of 
courfe,- Admit him to your atquaintance, 
. Your, intimacy, your friendſhip ; let him 
receive the gratifying graſp of eſteem, as he 
ſeats himſelf beſide your domeſtic hearths, 


amidſt the ſmiling eyes and joyous excla- 
mations of your b let him feel * : 
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he is beloved: by thoſe whoſe love is pre- 
cious, and he will repay the gift with in» 
tereſt, from the boards of that Theatre, 
Which Juſtice and beneficence have once 
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8 eee eres thi is 
| luiifens they do now ; but not, as'now, to 
lounge in the lobby, and ſhame Decency in 
her paſſage; but as did the youth of 
Sparta, thronging to the public tables, ta 
imbibe wiſdom with the aliments of life, 

Pleaſure would here lead Virtue by the 
hand; and the breaſt muſt be hardened i in- 

deed, that watt not RIG mal 

I wh an 1 zeal in the ae. 
of a profeſſion, which, though diſgraced, ſo 
potently holds the' plaſtic manners of the 
people in its graſp,” I have thrown. theſe 
few obſervations, warm from my heart, 
upon the paper. My motive muſt be clear 
to eyery mind that dives beneath the ſur- 
face of reflection. And if thoſe minds are 
| ingenuous, and prefer the revival of an old, 
falutary, and almoſt obſolete truth, to the 
| retaining 
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0 its rank, and the 


retaining of 4 more 
born error, I may 
frage and example in — th deen, 
ſors of the Stage in their appr 1 
ſphere! Intellect having again recove 
the charter of Nature to maintain its rights, 
will cheriſh 3 the trueſt guardian of 


4 * - 
W . N 4 
#5 + as SS SPY ? * IE 1 EY - 
©» * * * . 9 2 [3 Wi & 
* 
„* * * - 
4 : 4+ + o 
* n r * 
4 . z + * 
A + 2 * * uh — oy 
% — 
5 « a» 2% we 
"4 *- A % a 2 * 8 ® « 924 7 Ls + w 
— 4 * 2 2 = 1 n 1 * * DEN 4 * 5 . a 
* 7, * * 
* — 
. T 1 4+ 
* 1 be „ 3 £53 = +441 * + "3 oa SIO, £% + 
S- = * — 1 3 = + & a6 & 8 7 FF "> 1 $4 K . 
Pl 4 4 
8 * 4 
7 * - 
; = * 
2 * 4 * 
* 
* 
* * v 
: a . 
— 8 k if 
* 
-— = o 4 * * - 
= — _— 5-5" = _ % — 
4 2 * * ** 
A * 1 
* 4 


3 2 8 2 4 bx 1 6 * * » | ”y 
J... is 5 Phe, oo yr C5 3-% Fernen 
> Pw" * 5. 1 2 3 - 8 my 7 as F #t & # a * * a+ at & © %S a. * 1 8 * 


* 
r * : * - 9 © 2 
3233 Ai | „ee 
+ 7 * 2 — 7 7 * ( . 4 * 
* > (4 * * & a * 2 + 10 
a f n 
4 4 * * . 
a 2-3 1 2 * | W 
Ss g = 4 - * L \ 7 
” 3 * 4 1 * 2 A 1 * - 4 i 
, * 
Cd * . 4 * 1 — * * 
25 * ET KS. 4 932 * EY — * 7 T g 2 5 $6. ? 3 £ 
| ESE.” — 3 3 | 4 15 1 1 1 
„* * 4 4 
a . * * » 
4, 5 mo # 5 % 2 1 - of $4 * 3 2 $5 * F * * 2 . * A ; oF; * YEE - 
Wh BRI £4 INES 8” eg ho ELIF BOL v4 


. ö = A” 4 * 1 3 a : * | Js Fo * 2 % 
Phoebe 8. Serre, n . e 
Wue Quecg Street, Hoiburn, | ff. 4: 5. * 


4 
* % a = 6 < + | * + % * 
* - 
Wl * 6 ? 
A . 
* D Xx 2 ac * 0 2 
5 on x * % 
o 6 1 2 4 Fo, 4 9 ** 
* - * . ; Y : 1 
22 15 4 „ , a * . a — 
* 
— pa. 5 an 
# 2 
N 1 


- 
* 
- 
> 
* 
: 
noo 
_ 
> 
+ 
bt 
* 
by 
*. 
1 
* 
1 
4 
2 


iY 


